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RECENT RESEARCH // a technical report 
LATER MATING IMPROVES LAMBING RESULTS 
By H. J. Suiter, Adviser, Sheep and Wool Branch 
Ovulation studies in Western 
Australia have indicated that in-
creased lambing percentages in 
crossbred and Merino ewes could 
be expected from mating in 
February-April rather than Decem-
ber-January. Such increases have 
been demonstrated in time of 
lambing trials with crossbred ewes, 
but had not been seen in Merino 
flocks until recently. 
This report summarises the 
results of time of lambing trials 
with Merinos carried out at the 
Merredin and Wongan Hills Re-
search Stations between 1963 and 
1969 . 
Method 
In 1963, flocks of medium 
wool Merino ewes born in 
either May-June or July-
August-September, and which 
had lambed at thess times, 
were selected at the Merredin 
and Wongan Hills Research 
Stations. The two flocks at 
each station were run separ-
ately in similar paddocks, but 
were regularly rotated between 
the paddocks to reduce grazing 
variability. 
Individual lambing and live-
weight records were kept and 
some of the ewes born within 
the experiment each year 
stayed with the flocks to main-
tain age stratification. 
Flocks to lamb in May-June 
were joined with rams (without 
teasers) about November 18 
each year for eight weeks. The 
July-August lambing flocks 
were also joined for eight 
weeks starting about February 
15 each year. 
Results 
Lambing and liveweight re-
sults are summarised in the 
tables. At both research 
stations more lambs were born 
to February-April mated flocks 
than to November-January 
mated flocks. At Wongan Hills 
the increase in lambing per-
centage was statistically signifi-
cant (p<0.05). 
Other statistically significant 
results were the smaller num-
ber of dry ewes in the 
February-April group at Mer-
redin (p<0.05), and the large 
number of twins in the 
February - April group at 
Wongan Hills (p<0.001). 
Discussion 
Responses to the later lamb-
ing time appears small on these 
results. However, if pre-mating 
liveweights are considered, it 
can be seen that the responses 
were substantial. 
The February-April mated 
ewes were consistently lighter 
than the November-January 
mated ewes, by 10 to 15 lb. at 
Wongan Hills, and by 16 to 
22 lb. at Merredin. If the late 
mated ewes had weighed as 
much as those mated earlier, 
the later lambing would have 
produced 109 and 115 per cent, 
lambs at Merredin and Wongan 
Hills respectively. 
It would appear therefore 
that to obtain the best lambing 
results, not only should a later 
lambing be used but every 
attempt should be made to 
maintain a high liveweight 
through to the later time of 
mating. 
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LAMBING RESULTS, 1964-1969 
Station and 
T ime of Mating 
Merredin 
November-January 
February-Apri l 
Wongan Hills 
November-January 
February-Apri l 
D r y 
ewes 
N o . 
128 
87 
177 
178 
% 
14 
I I 
16 
15 
Ewes Producing 
Singles 
N o . 
688 
649 
864 
814 
% 
76 
79 
75 
68 
Twins 
N o . 
91 
85 
105 
200 
% 
10 
9 
9 
17 
N o . of 
ewes 
907 
821 
1,146 
1,192 
Total lambs 
born 
N o . 
870 
819 
1,074 
1,214 
% 
96 
100 
94 
102 
PRE-MATING LIVEWEIGHTS OF EWES, 1964-1969 
Site and T i m e of Mating 
Merredin 
Novem ber-January . 
February-Apri l 
Wongan HUh 
November-January .... 
February-Apri l 
Average pre-mat ing l iveweights ( lb.) 
of ewes of di f ferent ages 
2 yrs 
94 8 
7 2 - 2 
100 2 
88 6 
3 yrs 
109-2 
91 3 
112 2 
99 2 
4 yrs 
117-3 
95 7 
116-9 
103-3 
5 yrs 
112 8 
9 1 - 5 
119 7 
108-7 
6 yrs [ 7 yrs 
103 9 
8 7 - 4 
121-3 
110 8 
107-2 
8 8 - 1 
Approx imate 
date of 
weighing 
N o v e m b e r 18 
February 15 
N o v e m b e r 18 
February 15 
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Journal of Agriculture, Vol 11 No 10, 1970
